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Criminology  [L3]



˅What are the main features of this course?
Criminology is an interesting field, which includes aspects of law, psychology 
and sociology. The course examines theories about the causes of different 
types of crime and what makes some people more ôcriminalõ than others. You 
will find about why certain crimes are underreported and will be given the 
opportunity to create a campaign for change that increases awareness.

Year 2 focuses more closely on crime and punishment, asking questions about 
how and why we punish crimes, and what the purpose of the criminal justice 
system is. You will learn about the procedures around crime, from crime scene 
to courtroom, and you will gain an understanding of how the criminal justice 
system works. You will be asked to review a criminal case in order to ensure 
that it has been tried fairly.

˅ Hours of lessons per week: 5

˅ Indicative group size: 25

˅ How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed using a combination of examinations and controlled 
assessments. You will sit one controlled assessment and one exam in your first 
year. There will be a second controlled assessment and one exam in your 
second year. The controlled assessments will take place part way through the 
year, and the exams will be in the summer.

˅Where can I go next?
An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles within the 
criminal justice sector, including police officers, probation/prison officers, and 
social workers. With their critical thinking, analytical and communication skills, 
criminology graduates are also attractive to employers outside the criminal 
justice sector in areas such as social research and politics.

Level 3 Diploma

CRIMINOLOGY

Need More Information? Contact:

Sarah Harwood
Head of Legal and Professional Studies 
Sharwood@jcc.ac.uk



CRIMINOLOGY

SUBJECTOVERVIEW

Å Criminology is an interesting field, which includes aspects 

of law, sociology, and psychology. The course examines 

theories about the causes of different types of crime and 

what makes some people more criminal than others.

Å You will find about why certain crimes are underreported 

and will be given the opportunity to create a campaign 

for change that increases awareness.

Å We will be asking questions about how and why we punish 

crimes, and what the purpose of the criminal justice 

system is.

Å You will learn about the procedures around crime, from 

crime scene to courtroom, and you will gain an 

understanding of how the criminal justice system works.
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Research the difference between crime and

deviance .

On the BBC Sounds app listen to an episode of the 

podcast Bad People

Please be aware there are some strong language and 

graphic descriptions of crime 

Collect three recent news reports between June and 

September to do with crimes committed in the UK 

Trywatching documentaries on Netflix about real life crime.

Keep up to date on the latest news using the BBC website.

Check out the WJEC website for any useful resources or 

updates.
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CRIMINOLOGY



Law [AS]



˅What are the main features of this course?
The AS course lasts for one year and involves the study of the English 
Legal System, the Nature of Law, and substantive areas of law. The 
course covers elements of law making and the court system, as well as 
the knowledge and application of criminal & tort law.

Component 1: The Nature of Law and the English Legal System

Component 2: Substantive Law in Practice

Component 3: Perspectives of Substantive Law

At A level, the course consists of further study of crime & tort law, 
contract law, and an additional component exam focusing on 
evaluation skills. This qualification will help you to explain complex legal 
concepts, identify issues in problem questions. You will apply your 
knowledge and identify problems in the law whilst make suggestions for 
reform.

˅ Hours of lessons per week: 5

˅ Indicative group size : 24

˅ How is the course assessed?
There will be two exams at the end of the first year and three exams at 
the end of the second year. 

˅Where can I go next?
A-level Law is an acceptable qualification for entry to Higher Education. 
Thereafter, it is possible to progress onto the vocational courses with a 
view in entering the legal profession.

AS-Level

LAW

Need More Information? Contact:

Sarah Harwood
Head of Legal and Professional Studies 
Sharwood@jcc.ac.uk



What materials and equipment should I buy for September? 
Folders, dividers, paper, two different coloured highlighters. 
You will be required to bring a folder to every law lesson 
containing topic booklets, which are issued for each topic 
and your notes.
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AS LAW

Youõve been asked to complete three tasks in preparation to 
study law which will help you to explore some of the key ideas 
and aspects of law that we will explore during your studies. It is 
very important that you complete these tasks to the best of your 
ability as they will give you good indication as to whether it is a 
suitable subject for you and it demonstrates your commitment 
to your studies.

Task One: Reflection on Sentencing
Task Two: Supreme Court
Task Three: Criminal courts in action 

SUMMER PREPARATION TASKS 
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Challenge: Why do you think that people are often upset or confused by the 
sentences handed to offenders?

Task One: Reflection on Sentencing

Why do prisoners only serve half their term?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -49886053
Using a range of the information on in the source (linked in the title), produce a 
summary of the current operation of sentencing in England and Wales in the 
space below. You may present the information in any format you like, but it 
must cover the questions below and must not simply be copy and paste. 

What

influences the 

sentence the 

judge hands 

down?

What type of 

sentences 

may a judge 

hand down?

Why do most 

offences offer 

a range of 

options?

How does a 

judge decide 

which tariff to 

hand down for 

murder?

When are 

most offenders 

released and 

what happens 

to them?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49886053
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Name and Location:

Task Two: Supreme Court

What is the UK Supreme Court?
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -49663001
and watch this documentary available on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZtYENfNa7k
Using a range of the information on in the source, complete each of the 
information boxes below. Remember to include relevant legal terminology 
accurately used. 

Sum up the kind of cases and 
decisions that it has made over the 
last years:

What powers does it have (and what 
canõt it do)?:

Make up of the court: What issues do 
you see with who is on the court 
(pros and cons)?

Exploring a Case:
Pick one of the cases which the article or documentary highlights. Summarise
the facts, question and decision by the court. End with a critical comment on 
your view of the case and decision: 

Critical Response:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-49663001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZtYENfNa7k

