




YOUR STORIES 

YOUR LIVES 

YOUR VOICE 

 

WELCOME TO YOUR STUDENT MAGAZINE! 

This is the return of VOICE Magazine—a platform for 

you, our JCC students to read, write and discuss the 

stories that are important to you. 

For this launch issue—our theme is CELEBRATION. 

 

In this issue … 

We learn about celebrations in France and how they 

are very different to our own. 

Is Feminism something we should celebrate? 

To celebrate PRIDE, the JCC Book Club interview award 

winning author Simon James Green 

Summer reading recommendations. 

Making A Toast for Change  

THE JCC Student Council Presidents look back at their 

year in office. 

 

And so much more! 



Fêtes françaises   

By Lavinia Irimia 

As the title might suggest (to those of you who studied French GCSE), I will 

be taking you through some unique and intriguing traditions, associated 

with key celebrations in France, hoping that you will be just as captivated 

by the culture of France as I am.  
 

Fête des Rois   

 

La Fête des Rois, also called l’Epiphanie, refers to the celebration of 

Epiphany, a Christian feast day commemorating the revelation of 

God incarnate as Jesus Christ.  

 

In Western Christianity, it mostly (but not solely) celebrates the visit of 

the Magi to the Christ Child.  In France, as is the case in most Chris-

tian countries, it is on January 6 when French people desperately 

look for the ‘fève’ (a porcelain or plastic figurine) in their piece of 

‘galette des Rois’ , the traditional French cake made with flake pas-

try and filled with delicious frangipane, which is eaten on this special 

occasion. The person who gets the piece of cake with the figurine is 

crowned King or Queen and wears a paper crown.   

 The tradition of the cake 

comes from the fact that in the 

11th century, the Romans had 

the habit of picking their leader 

by hiding a gold coin into a 

simple round loaf of bread and 

letting the finder rule the 

troops. Thus, was born the be-

ginnings of Epiphany back in 

the 13th century.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A8ve


These is also a well-known Roman pagan festival called ‘Saturnales’    

celebrated in the heart of winter, during which Roman families            

designated a slave as the ‘King of the Day’. For that one day, the slave 

(then King), could ask for anything they wanted. The elected slave was 

the one who found a token in their piece of bread.  

 

 

Fun facts about the Galette 

The ‘Galettes des Rois’ was declared anti-government at the French 

Revolution in 1776. They renamed it ‘Galette d’égalité’ (equality), 

tried changing the shape and even tried calling the Fête des Rois 

day ‘journée sans-culottes’ or “day without pants” – ‘sans-culottes’ 

being the French revolutionaries of the lower classes during the late 

18th century.   

 

Unfortunately for the revolutionaries, the ban was short-lived and the 

Galette reappeared quickly in its original form.   

 

In modern times, every year at l’Elysé, a huge Galette is baked for 

the celebration. It measures well over a meter (or about 48 inches) in 

diameter and easily serves 150 guests. The only difference between 

the gigantic cake and the one baked at home, besides the size, is 

that there is strictly no ‘fève’ allowed.   

 

 

Fête Nationale Française  

La Fête nationale française, 

also called ‘le 14 juillet’ is 

commonly known as Bastille 

Day in English-speaking 

countries. It is the National 

Day of France, celebrated 

on 14 July as the anniversary 

of the Storming of the Bastille 

on 14 July 1789. Further-

more, the ‘Fête de la Fédéra-

tion’ (a massive holiday festi-

val held throughout France 

in honour of the French Rev-

olution), celebrated the unity 

of the French people on 14 

July 1790 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A8ve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%AAte_de_la_F%C3%A9d%C3%A9ration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%AAte_de_la_F%C3%A9d%C3%A9ration


A similar tradition is still taking place every year on the  Champs-Élysées in 

Paris, praised as being the oldest and largest military parade in Europe. 

During the night, fireworks are set off over the Eiffel Tower, and crowds 

gather in Trocadero or on the Champ de Mars, where there will be a free 

concert. Also, ‘les bals des pompiers’ are street parties held by the fire 

brigade throughout Paris.   

The Storming of the Bastille was a major event of the French Revolution, 

when revolutionaries seized control of the medieval political prison Bas-

tille, which was seen by the revolutionaries as a symbol of the monarchy's 

abuse of power; its fall signalled the first victory of the people of Paris 

against a symbol of the ‘Ancien Régime’ (Old Regime). However, the 

commemoration of July 14 was abandoned in subsequent years. Under 

the Third Republic, however, a Deputy for the Seine Department,          

Benjamin Raspail, moved that July 14 be named the national holiday of 

the Republic, and Parliament passed an act to that effect on July 6, 

1880.  

If this article sparked at least a tiny bit of curiosity about the French 

culture, I encourage you to consider attending the French club at 

JCC, which will (hopefully) start again in September 2022.  

 

Anyone with a little background in the language will be welcome. It 

is a great opportunity to gain some important language skills and 

broaden your knowledge about the French culture, while engaging 

in fun, interactive activities!  

Did you know? 

 

François-Marie Arouet, better known as 

the writer and philosopher Voltaire, was 

twice imprisoned in the Bastille. The first 

sentence was of 11 months starting in 

1717. He was sent there without trial for 

accusing the regent and his daughter of 

incest. Voltaire did not suffer terribly in the 

prison, however—he dined at the gover-

nor’s table, penned his first play (Oedipus), 

and adopted the nom de plume Voltaire. 

In 1726, after a quarrel with the Chevalier 

de Rohan-Chabot, who had Voltaire 

beaten by his servants, he was to be thrown into the Bastille again. To 

avoid an indefinite stay there, Voltaire offered to leave France for Eng-

land and was permitted to do so.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champs-%C3%89lys%C3%A9es


Celebrating Feminism  

 
By Fiza Hussain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feminism means equality and freedom for all, including all women. It isn't just 

subject to females; it is for all who believe and associate with the notions of 

equality.  

 

As minorities in society, the fundamental achievements, ideas, and successes 

a woman possesses, aren’t celebrated as much as the ideas of men - per-

haps not more so as it did in the 18th and 19th century but even now it is still 

prevalent. Feminism isn't synonymous with man hating - it is synonymous with 

advocacy and celebration of the roles of women in society becoming entre-

preneurs, business owners and CEOs in a society that once condemned them 

for portraying any notions of erudition.  

 

We tell ourselves that we live in a society where none of these matters like 

gender like sexuality doesn't limit us from attaining freedom. Where our ideas 

can be judged based on their merits, where our voices can be heard regard-

less of our gender, race, or sexuality. We must believe that we are as good as, 

as qualified as, as worthy as the person next to us because we are! And a life 

for one woman can be different to a life for another - this doesn’t limit their 

worth nor diminishes them as people. 

 

 

After the waves of feminism and the movements carried out by influences like 

the Suffragettes, and now in our modern society women like Emma Watson, 

Malala Yousefzai, Ilwad Elman and campaigns like #MeToo,  we have made 

a celebratory amount of progress and will continue to do so.   

 

When society acknowledges the fundamental fact that all men and women 

were created equal AND we, as women, are free to make decisions about 

our bodies and lives, we will be on the path to a more equal and free  socie-

ty.  







JCC Book Club interviews …  

Simon James Green. 

Recently, one of the JCC Book Club members—Maya was 

given the opportunity to interview award winning author    

SIMON JAMES GREEN. They talked about writing motivations; 

the importance of inclusive stories and Simon’s new book 

GAY CLUB. 

M: Simon, you identify as gay. At what age did you come out and 

how did that affect you? 

 

SJG: I was about 18 / 19. It was after I’d gone to university. When I was 

at school, a piece of legislation called Section 28 was in force which 

had the effect of banning LGBTQ+ books from school libraries, as well 

as preventing any discussion of being LGBTQ+ in classes.  

 

It meant a lot of us at that time were either scared of coming out,       

didn’t have the support, or simply didn’t know what we were feeling 

because we couldn’t read about it in books, or discuss it in school. I    

feel sad for us all now - we missed out on what could have been a 

much happier time 

 

M: Many of your books are aimed at the younger teenage age 

group. Why did you decide to do this rather than focusing on older 

teens or adults? 

 

SJG: Its not a conscious thing - the characters tend to appear, and 

they are what they are!  



SJG: Noah from Noah Can’t Even was always a 15 year-old boy in Year 

11. Jack and Nate from Heartbreak Boys were always 16. The charac-

ters in Gay Club are all Year 12 / Year 13, so they’re my oldest to date.  

I do love writing about that period of life though - with the benefit of 

hindsight, there’s something quite magical about it - although it seems 

more hellish when you’re actually living it, I think!  

 

M: You have had a number of experiences facing bigotry during your 

life and career. How has this helped you to improve and grow? 

 

SJG: It’s reminded me that the fight isn’t over - that there is still so much 

work to do and we shouldn’t take anything for granted. In the last few 

months, I’ve never felt so motivated and political - which is apt, be-

cause that’s what Gay Club! is all about - standing up and making a                

difference!  

 

M: Tell us about your new book. 

 

SJG: Gay Club! charts the race to be             

president of a school LGBTQ+ society. Bar-

ney is expecting to win until the vote gets 

opening up to the whole school. Cue much 

drama, backstabbing, bitching and political 

shenanigans. But when the group face an 

unexpected threat - and a big opportunity - 

can they put their differences aside and 

stand united? This is my sixth YA novel and I 

had THE BEST TIME writing it! It’s funny, like all 

my novels to date, but it’s also (I hope) a 

clarion call for unity and action. 

 

M: Why do you think it is so important to write 

inclusive stories, especially those that are inclusive of sexuality and gen-

der? 

 

SJG: Everyone should see themselves and their experiences in a book - 

it’s reassuring, comforting and joyful to see there are other people go-

ing through what you’re going through. Not only that, everyone should 

read about people with different experiences to their own - that’s what 

makes you a rounded individual, and helps you understand others bet-

ter.    

 

M: What is your biggest motivation? What keeps you going when you 

feel down? 

 

SJG: Truly getting lost in a story - with your characters and in a world 

that you've created - is a wonderful thing.  

 



M: Has there ever been a moment when you feel like giving up? 

 

SJG: Yes - frequently. But I think that’s a human thing - sometimes 

things get tough, it’s hard to make things work, books don’t sell as well 

as you’d hoped, people are cruel - whatever it might be. Life is full of 

mountains to climb and obstacles to overcome. Ultimately though, I 

love what I do, I love writing, and it brings me joy - that's why I carry 

on.   

 

M: Finally, you were recently involved in an incident where your visit to 

a predominantly Catholic school was cancelled at the very last mi-

nute. Could you tell us about that? 

 

SJG: It was a horrible thing, and a very shocking thing to have                      

happened. I was banned from a Catholic school because the                         

archdiocese said the themes and content of Gay Club were ‘not per-

missible’ in a Catholic school. I think this sends an awful message to 

LGBTQ+ students at that school.  

 

However, the outpouring of love and support has been amazing, and 

has really helped. It’s reminded me that, yes, sadly, hate and discrimi-

nation is still here. But there are far, far more good people in the world, 

who are kind and caring and genuinely want to make the world a 

better place. We’ve just got to stick together and make sure that  

happens!   



SUMMER READING  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The students and staff of JCC 

pick their top recommended 

reads for the upcoming Summer 

break! 



Toast for Change 

By Emily Prince  

Have you ever seen people who are 

celebrating, clink glasses and say 

‘cheers!’? This is called making a toast. 

The tradition of making a toast is thought 

to have originated in Ancient Greece as 

it became a custom to pour out a por-

tion of one’s drink in honour of the Gods. 

From there, the tradition evolved and 

now making a toast is seen to honour 

one’s companions, most notably to drink 

to someone’s health, happiness and a 

long life ahead. (Rupp, R, 2014) 

Recently I watched a great film called the Freedom Writers. This film is a 

true story about a first year teacher, Erin Gruwell, who was from a racially 

divided community filled with drugs, gang warfare and homicides. Her 

first class, ‘Room 203’, was branded ‘unteachable’. But Erin believed in 

something more. She sought to engage her students by using relevant 

literature and media. The once hardened teens from Room 203 discov-

ered a new way to express themselves and embrace history, humanity 

and hope. By sharing their stories, they rewrote their futures and became 

catalysts for change. (About Freedom Writers Foundation, n.d) 

After a tumultuous start, by the end of the first semester the students from 

Room 203 had already made good progress towards changing their lives 

for the better. At the start of the second semester, Erin Gruwell aka ‘Mrs 

G’ proposed to Room 203 that everyone makes a ‘toast for change’. 

Here’s what she says: 

‘We’re each going to make a toast for change. 

 

 



What that means is from this moment on, every voice which told you, 

you can’t is silenced. Every reason that tells you things will never 

change,  disappears. 

And the person you were before this moment, that persons’ turn is over. 

Now it’s your turn.’ (Freedom Writers, 2007) 

Have you ever had a voice which has told you you can’t do something? 

This is called self-sabotage and is a very common human behavior. The 

language we use, both about ourselves and other people, is very pow-

erful. It’s powerful because words can lead to thoughts, feelings and 

subsequent unhelpful behaviours. 

For example, if I tell myself that I can’t do my English Literature essay I 

am automatically making it harder for myself. This is because this 

thought has now created feelings of apprehension and doubt within me 

which is making me feel tense, nervous and distracted. These feelings 

now mean I can’t concentrate, so I distract myself by going on my 

phone. An hour later I’m still getting nowhere with my essay and am get-

ting more and more frustrated, so this negative cycle continues. To sum-

marise what’s happened here, my negative thought has led to negative 

feelings, unhelpful behaviours and my essay becoming harder than it 

otherwise could have been. 

Broken down it looks like this: Negative thoughts -> negative feelings ->      

unhelpful behaviours -> greater difficulty. 

What’s great is that this can all change! 



Like with any cause and effect, if you change the cause you will hopefully 

also change the effect. So in this scenario, if I change the negative 

thought that I can’t do my English Literature essay, I will hopefully avoid the 

negative feelings and subsequent unhelpful behaviours from that negative 

thought. This will hopefully make my essay more enjoyable and better. 

Sounds too simple right? Give it a go. 

Firstly, identify any negative thoughts that you want to change. 

Secondly, now try and replace those negative thoughts with positive or 

empowering thoughts 

For example: I can change my thought: ‘I can’t do my English Literature 

essay’ to ‘I can try my hardest to do this English Literature essay and if my 

grade isn’t as high as I would have liked I can learn how to improve it for 

next time and so I’m still getting something out of this’.  

Keep repeating this exercise as negative thoughts often don’t change 

straight away but with patience and hope they can and do change. The 

students from Room 203 are a prime example of this as after nearly being 

kicked out or, dropping out, of school all of them graduated high school 

and have gone onto having amazing careers in nursing, architecture, 

technology and lots of other professions. None of them thought this was 

possible until they changed their mindset and started believing that it was 

possible. Look what they went on to achieve. 

So lets make a toast to changing negative thoughts about ourselves and 

from this moment on being nicer to ourselves. In the words of ‘Mrs G’ NOW 

ITS OUR TURN. 





GOODBYE TO OUR STUDENT COUNCIL 

PRESIDENTS. 

 

As they get set to leave JCC, Tyrese 

and Taima look back on a truly        

rollercoaster past 2 years. 

2020 was a year shaken by the unexpected.  

In a time where tomorrow was uncertain, there was  

a bright light amidst the darkness – admission to Joseph Chamberlain  College.  

TYRESE: I remember the week leading up to the first day of term. I was restless in 

waiting, making sure I had all of the right stationery, that I had done extra reading 

around my subject, and that I seemed likeable and approachable. I was so                       

nervous, but excited all at the same time. 

TAIMA: Before I started JCC I was extremely nervous to start my course as I had no 

idea what to expect. However, I was excited as I remember how much fun I had 

during the open day and was hoping to go back to this place as soon as possible.   

Over the course of 2020 and 2021, students were burdened with lockdowns which 

caused large disruption to education. However, teachers were passionate and pro-

active in keeping students engaged at home and students responded very eagerly.  

TYRESE: The subjects I partake in are all essay based, and so I had a lot of work to do 

at home to retain my skill. The teachers across my subjects would check in with us 

daily, to ensure we always had work to do, and if we had any questions or queries, 

they would only be an email away. They gave us structure in a time where nothing 

was structured. 

TAIMA: In my course our teachers made a schedule as to what they will teach us 

each week and what they expected from us. This helped us keep on track as we 

knew what we had to do. Even during the days we had no college they were always 

happy to help us by answering our emails and messages. This made me happy as I 

knew I could count on my teachers even during such a confusing time, which made 

me happy for choosing this place.  

In 2021, 1st-year students who joined JCC in 2020 had moved up to Year 13. This year 

was transformative in comparison to the one prior – enrichment activities had re-

turned, events were frequent and the atmosphere of JCC had been restored to that 

of years previously. 



TYRESE: In my opinion, second year was where JCC had ‘come to life’. Almost every 

week, there was some sort of event happening around the college, which made it 

feel lively and inspired. The enrichment activities have been phenomenal, not only in 

content but in sheer range, and I am happy to see the great success they have en-

joyed. Above all, the community of JCC has been riveting and an absolute joy to be 

a part of.  

TAIMA: By second year I feel like the atmosphere at JCC has changed. This is be-

cause this was the year both groups joined together making JCC more lively as now 

I had the opportunity to meet more students in this college. Furthermore, there were 

more activities that bought students together, which meant that something was al-

ways going on. This was definitely a breather from year 12. 

The Student Council of 2021/2022 was an assembly of eager students ready to make 

at JCC! 

TYRESE: This Student Council has had a large focus on the student voice – we’ve 

fought tirelessly to ensure that students have been heard – we have assisted in the 

relaunch of enrichment activities (with some of our members running their own), 

tackled safety concerns, and ensured students’ concerns have reached senior lead-

ership. It has been a very productive academic on the Student Council’s behalf. 

TAIMA: It has been delightful to be on the Student Council in 2021 and 2022! I have 

loved every meeting we have held because the Council always has so many ideas!  

In June 2021, Tyrese and Taima were elected to be Student Presidents for 2021/2022 

academic year. 

TYRESE: The role of Student President has been incredibly important to me. It has giv-

en me a very involved role in college affairs – I love that students have asked me, 

whether over email or in person, to pass on concerns or requests they have along to 

the Senior Leadership team. The Principle and Vice-Principle have been incredibly 

collaborative over the course of the year, and I have loved working with them on a 

consistent basis. For anyone planning to become Student Presidents in the future, 

Tony and Jo don’t bite! 

TAIMA: It has been very interesting to become a Student President. I have felt very 

special in being able to leave a legacy behind that shows JCC is willing to listen to its 

students on any issue, no matter how big or small. I would become Student President 

all over again! 

TYRESE AND TAIMA: We would like to say a huge thank 

you to JCC for these last 2 years, they have been truly 

life-changing! 







THANK YOU!! 

A huge thanks  to our amazing Student Team who made this 

issue happen: 

 

Lavinia 

Fiza 

Maya 

Sky 

Nafissa (Cover       

Design) 

And a huge thank you to our staff contributors—Emily Prince, 

Bronte Spargo and Hannah Geoghegan—for their hard work 

as well. 

 

If you would like to be part of the next issue of VOICE—the first 

of the 2022/23 academic year—keep an eye on your e-mails in 

September for details of how to get involved! 


